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Message from WHS Current ASB President—Nick Pearson

Waitsburg High School-- another very successful year. Academically, WHS had an incredibly exceptional year.
We received recognition from the state for Overall Excellence and High Progress as well as Special Recognition
for Reading Growth. Furthermore, WHS is home to a successful Knowledge Bowl team, who went to the state
finals in Arlington, Washington and placed fifth overall at the 2B level. Additionally, the WHS band won an
award for excellence with their performance in Clarkston, Washington at the annual band festival. The ASB
leadership team put together a Bullying Awareness Month in which students learned about different types of
bullying, how to recognize it, and what to do about it. The campaign ended with a large banner signed by all the
students and staff that is on display in the high school gymnasium. Whether it’s academics, activities or school wide
projects, Wait Hi has been very successful this year and its accomplishments deserve recognition of the highest
regard.




1960 Graduate
Glenn Baker

Figure 1

Glenn Baker (Class of 1960) at Waitsburg
High School (Figure 1) went on to Wash-
ington State University and was named one
of the top 100 football players in the first 100
years of the university. He started his own
trucking company in Austin, Minnesota and
has been a very successful graduate of
Waitsburg High School.

Glenn was born in Walla Walla, but lived his
early years on a ranch near Pendleton,
Oregon. He moved to Waitsburg when he was
5 years old. His parents were Roland and
Theresa Baker and his dad worked for
Pictsweet Foods and the Green Giant
Company in Waitsburg and Dayton. Glenn
attended grades 1 through 12 in the
Waitsburg School system.

Growing up in Waitsburg provided Glenn
with numerous opportunities, ones that
helped to shape his future career and
provided an exceptional background for
success. Ernest Kison was the Boy Scout
leader in Waitsburg in those years, a man
with the patience of an angel. Ernest taught
many kids about personal responsibility and

convinced them that they had the ability to

solve any problems they faced. Summer
jobs, particularly those with Green Giant
and Touchet Valley Grain Growers,
provided an opportunity to develop skills
used in later life. Ralph Rankin was the
foreman for the grain growers and
successfully mentored many students
during their school years and helped them
become successful adults. Later on Glenn
worked for Wayne Hinchcliffe in his
trucking business, an opportunity which
provided experience that would benefit
him in developing his own trucking
business.

“One of the great things about a small

school is that you have many opportunities

to participate in various activities and

develop your leadership skills,” Glenn said
Whether in the classroom, sports, student
government (Glenn was ASB President his

senior year), all-high plays or the band, the

opportunity to join a variety of activities
expanded a student’s view of the world.
When Glenn taught at Walla Walla High
School, he observed that many students
there did not have the opportunities to be
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exposed to a wide variety of activities that he
had while attending Waitsburg High School.
However, high school athletics opened the
door for Glenn to receive a university
education that was paramount in his
business success later in life.

His senior year in high school football was
not very successful as they won 1 game out of
8 (DeSales). However, Glenn’s relationship
with one of : 2%
his coaches,
Gordie White,
who was
friends with
the line coach
at WSU,
Laurie Niemi,
opened the
door to a
football
scholarship
at WSU.
Glenn’s
senior
basketball year was an outstanding one, as
the team came within 1 game of playing in
the state high school tournament. At that
time WHS played in the Preston Hall gym and
it was always packed with rabid fans and was
a very unfriendly place for the opposition. At
each end of the gym were heating pipes
covered with a thin pad into which you could
drive an opponent.

WSU provided an excellent education and
gave Glenn an opportunity to play college
football. In those days, the varsity was
limited to sophomores through seniors. His
first career start occurred during his
sophomore year when they played the
University of Texas in Austin, Texas. Texas
was the number one rated team in the
country and they beat WSU very
convincingly. Competing against a team of
that stature was extremely exciting.

The highlight of Glenn’s football career was
being chosen to play in the East-West Shrine

All Star game in San Francisco during
Christmas 1963. Four members of the NFL
Hall of fame, Carl Eller and Paul Krause
(Minnesota Vikings), Charlie Taylor (Wash-
ington Redskins) and Paul Warfield (Miami
Dolphins) played in that game with Glenn.
John McKay, coach of the USC Trojans and
later coach of Tampa Bay Buccaneers, was
one of the coaches as well. Everyone
chosen to play in that game had the

== | opportunity to play at the next level.

In the summer of 1964 Sally Chase
(class of 1961) and Glenn were married in

;; Waitsburg on June 13. After their wedding,

Glenn returned to WSU to finish his student
teaching and graduated in the spring of
1965. Sally is the daughter of Berger and
Bettie Lloyd Chase and they had dated all

% | through high school and college. They will

celebrate their 50t wedding anniversary
this coming June.

After teaching and coaching for several
years, Glenn decided to pursue a career in
business and took a job with Green Giant in
Dayton. There he had an opportunity to
work with his dad and this decision turned
out to be one of the best he had ever made.
Glenn and his family were transferred
around the country and lived in 15
different homes during those years. He
held a variety of jobs with Green Giant,
culminating in Vice President of Distri-
bution. However, Pillsbury purchased
Green Giant, and he left the company for a
short time, but came back to manage
Pillsbury’s transportation department.
Then Grand Met purchased Pillsbury, and
Glenn, not wanting to go through another
merger, joined a trucking company in Salt
Lake City. A significant opportunity
brought them back to Minnesota.

In 1992 Sally and Glenn made a major
decision, and they purchased a small
trucking company in Austin, Minnesota. All
of their worldly possessions served as the
collateral for this purchase and many




sleepless nights followed during the first few
months they owned the company. They saw
many of the hazards in owning and running

their own business during this time, but they

were successful beyond their wildest dreams.

The company has grown, but for Glenn and
Sally, the best part is that their son is now
running the business.

Sally and Glenn had two children, Geoff
who lives in Austin, Minnesota, with his wife
and two high school age boys and a daughter
Barbara, who they lost in February 2008.

This loss was a very difficult time for all the
family, but they have come out of that
challenge bent but not bowed. Although all
four of their parents are gone, they still
have many close friends in Waitsburg and
they look forward to every trip home.

Their education in Waitsburg'’s schools
and interactions with the people of
Waitsburg have prepared them well for
succeeding in life. We are all very proud of
WHS graduates like Glenn and Sally and
wish them well in the future.

To save time at the

Categories of the Alumni Association

Banquch

The Treasurer’s Report & A
Copy of the 2013 Minutes
will be on the tables for
your reading pleasure—
Look for an email
attachment prior to 5/24.
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Alumni Scholarship

As of April 1, 2014, the
Association has raised:

$43,800

Thank you to all who have
donated!
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BECOME A DONOR! — FORMS ARE
AVAILABLE ON OUR FACEBOOK
PAGE AND WILL BE AVAILABLE AT
THE BANQUET

e Graduate of WHS
 Honorary Alumni Member
* Associate Alumni Member

Your Board has voted to establish
criteria for the Honorary and
Associate Alumni Membership
categories.

Graduate: Just that—be a graduate
of Waitsburg High School. A voting
member (if dues are current—first
year dues are free)

Honorary Alumni Member: A
person (or persons), not graduates of
WHS, who will have contributed over
the years to the school and/or the
community. Non-voting member

Associate Alumni Member: A
person who attended Waitsburg
schools, but did not graduate who
wants to be a dues-paying member of
the Alumni Association. This person
will be able to attend the banquets.
Non-voting member. All applicants
will be reviewed by the Board.




Newsletter contributors: Glenn Baker, Wes Leid, Jeff
Broom, Katie Leid

Alumni Board
Emails:

Mary Phillips,
President-- mliebphillips @gmail.com

Darleen Dozier, Vice President
dozierp@gotvc.net

Patty Mantz, Corresponding
Secretary pjmantz@charter.net

Vickie Hamann, Recording Secretary
rvhamann@charter.net

Katie Leid, Treasurer
katie.leid@gmail.com

Wes Leid, Past President
rwesleid@gmail.com

Advisory Board:

Margie Benson
mbenson51_2000@yahoo.com

Jeff Broom
jbroom6688@charter.net

Val Hamann
val_hamann@hotmail.com

Jim Leid
jimdleid@hotmail.com

Dues-paying members (without an email) will
need a first-class Mailing Subscription that will
cost $12.00/year beginning with the next
newsletter
* * 3k k 3k * k ok %
Help keep newsletter costs down by paying
your dues!

FYI: The printing and mailing costs of
your first newsletter:
Printing  $243.48
Mailing  460.87
TOTAL $704.55

Updates & Meeting Notes Cont.
from Page 1.

¢ Jeff Broom will allow his “Blue” Pick-up to be
driven in the Waitsburg Celebration Days
Parade on May 17th. If you have a
Letterman’s Jacket and want to ride in the bed
of his Pick-up OR walk behind it, please
contact Darleen Dozier at: dozierp@gotvc.net
The theme: Celebrating America in
Waitsburg—suggested colors: Red, White &
Blue

* Dues paying graduates vote on dues
increase, slate of officers

* Only 19% of the 1200+living
Graduates pay dues.

* Your Association has established an email
address for the purpose of accepting (in person)
VISA and Master Charge to make paying for the
Banquet AND your dues easier. However, right
now, you need to be present at the banquet to
“swipe your card(s)” for payment.

* The service is through American West Bank and
your debit goes directly into our credit account.

* The POGO (as the card reader is named) will
have receipt notifications by email IF you have
an email account, or by a hand-written receipt.

* Feedback on Newsletter and Year-round Alumni
Board activities.
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Join in the fun at this year’s Banquet—Bid on
your favorite Scholarship Fundraiser auction
item:

1. TWO WSU Cougar football tickets with Club
Room Access, covered parking adjacent to
stadium, Fireside Grill Gift Card, and two Cougar
fold out chairs

2. Hand knotted Cardinal Blanket- Margie
Benson

3. Wine Barrel Candle Holders- Frank Reser
4. Gift Basket from Glen Smith

5. 3-4 Elaina Perry Pictures




