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The 2020 Karen Huwe WHS Alumni Service Award winners are Jack and Nancy Otterson.  Both Jack and Nancy have quietly, through the various organizations to which they are or were members, have helped, mentored, encouraged, and loved hundreds of Waitsburg students.  

Nancy, a 1957 graduate of WHS, moved to Waitsubrg when she was three years old.  She was very involved as a high school student.  She was a member of the Cardinal Staff, yearbook; a feature Editor of the 1955 Crimson & Grey; Member of Girls League; was an actress in the 1955 school play, “Down to Earth;” and she was on the baseball team.  She was also head Majorette and in the Pep Squad.  After she graduated from high school, Nancy married her best friend, Jack and they had three children, Laura, Tammy, and Jack, Jr.  She was a Sunday school teacher, Mother Advisor for Rainbow and in fact, had been involved in Rainbow in some form for over sixty years! Nancy is a member of Eastern Star (taking on the leadership role of Worthy Matron four different times.  She is a member of Chapter BE, P.E.O., and was President of Chapter BE in 1976 and 1997.

Jack, a 1956 graduate of WHS also moved to Waitsburg when he was three years old.  During his high school years, he was a member of the W Club, played basketball all four years (one in Idaho) returning to lead the team as captain his senior year.  Not only did Jack play Basketball; he was one of the most outstanding basketball players that Waitsburg has ever seen!  According to Bruce Brunton, Jack excelled in all sports.

Jack also volunteered for the Waitsburg Fire Department serving as Chief.  He is currently on the Columbia County Health System Board of Commissioners.  Jack has volunteered his red pick up to serve as the WHS Alumni Float for many years, driving with Nancy up front and several Alumni sitting in the back.

Jack and Nancy owned and operated the Drive In Movie Theater between Waitsburg and Dayton for many years.  They retired from very successful positions, and loved to travel on Jack’s motorcycle.

Congratulations Nancy and Jack!  You join a select group of servant leaders who have made a difference in others’ lives.
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