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Barb was born to Jack and Ada Cockburn near Alto in 1930. She attended McKay Country School through 6th grade. She and Cecil Gagnon were the only two in their class. It was there that she learned be comfortable talking in front of others, honing her gift of gab, EVEN winning many declamation contests around the county.
In 7th grade, she started school in Waitsburg and graduated from WHS in 1948. She was a joiner from the get-go, active in school, Rainbow and was the Queen of Days of Real Sport (even though she didn’t like horses!) During her junior year, she met a new young man, a transfer senior from Cheney, Bob Danforth. They would date, break up and eventually reconnect a few years later.
She graduated from Whitman College in 1952, with a degree in Sociology and became a lifelong member of Alpha Chi Omega. She is a devoted Whitty Alum and will always consider herself a Whitman Missionary (not a BLUE!)
Yes, she and Bob reconnected while he was serving in the Marines in San Diego. They were married in 1952, and spent a year in CA before he left for Korea. She was a social worker in Victorville, then Walla Walla while Bob was overseas. When he returned, they moved to the family farm in Alto and where they lived for the next 52 years, moving to WW in 2006. 
Barb has been a community-minded person her whole life and is quite the Waitsburg historian. And she has always been a supporter of Waitsburg schools. She and Bob could be seen in the stands at ballgames, long after their own children had graduated. The value of an education has always been very important to her and Bob, thus establishing a scholarship for future WHS students to achieve their academic goals.
Barb’s life has really been about relationships and her extraordinary ability to connect with people.  When she remembers a past event, she will weave that into the conversation with the person she is talking to.
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